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Pentecost - September, 2015
It’s all about Outreach.
What are we, as God’s Episcopal people in Athens,
called to do? A couple of decades ago, when having a mission statement was perceived as being
absolutely essential for every organization, from
local clubs to national corporations, the Episcopal
Church jumped on that bandwagon. So, the members of Trinity met for a workshop and came up
with the following:
Trinity Church is God’s Episcopal people in
Athens. With God’s love and with the direction of the Holy Spirit our mission is to
involve everyone in worship, outreach,
study and prayer. Empowered by God’s
grace, we strive to foster a caring Christian
community which supports us in our Baptismal vows: To seek and serve Christ in all
people.
And if that sounds familiar, it’s because it has been
printed on the back of every Sunday bulletin since
its adoption in the 1990s. A few years after the
workshop, every church in the diocese of Bethlehem was asked to attempt to simplify their mission statements into just seven words. We came
as close as we could with eight:
To seek and serve Christ in all people
And that is printed on the front of every Sunday
bulletin.
But, really, what does it mean? The first sentence
identifies us. The second sentence is all about how
we care for each other and visitors to our worship
as we are fed each week with Word and Sacrament. It’s the final sentence, and the eight-word
short version that is the meat of the statement, the
mission that we discerned is ours to DO.
We are called to seek and serve Christ in all peo-

ple. Scripture tells us what that means … just this
past Sunday the Epistle (James 1:17-27) began
“Every generous act of giving, with every perfect
gift, is from above …” and includes “be doers of
the word and not merely hearers…” and finally,
“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God,
the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows
in their distress, and to keep; oneself unstained by
the world.”
This coming Sunday’s reading from James continues in that same vein, urging us to truly live the
second of the two great commandments, “you
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” … “What
good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you
have faith but not have works?” …. “If a brother
or sister is naked and lacks daily food and one of
you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat
your fill,’ and yet you do not supply their bodily
needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if
it has no works, is dead.”
It’s pretty clear what we are to do. Yes, there
aren’t many of us, but we can be, in Mother
Trula’s words, “the little church that could.”
There are many opportunities coming up that will
help us truly live into our mission. First, the vestry voted unanimously at its August meeting to
focus on the Abuse and Rape Crisis Center. Often,
women and their children arrive with nothing.
We will begin by collecting funds to purchase new
coats and by gathering good used coats of all sizes,
with the emphasis on children’s sizes. We are also
going to create recipe jars. This is something we
can all do, regardless of our physical limitations.
We’ll fill the jars with dry ingredients with a recipe card on top. Winter is coming, and many
hearty soups can be made this way.
On the next page of this newsletter you’ll find information about this year’s ECW project, scholar-
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ships for girls and young women in Kajo Keji.
Also, coming up this month is The Bridge Annual Fundraiser, which includes both an Antique Sale and
a Bake Sale. You can take part in this by attending and purchasing items, and/or you can contribute to
the Bake Sale. Items you donate can be left at the Helping Hands Ministry Building on Saturday, the
26th, between 10 and 11 a.m. The building is at 515 Chemung Street in Waverly (that’s 17C, north of Soprano’s, which was Quinlan’s).
The Bridge also has a Clothes Closet which collects good, clean clothing for children and adults. It’s located at North Waverly Chapel on Route 34 and is open Tuesday evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 and
Wednesdays from noon to 2. The Bridge’s Helping Hands Furniture is also in need of beds of all sizes.
We may be few, but we can do a lot; we can live into our mission statement to seek and serve Christ in
all people.
And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of
my family, you did it to me.”
Matthew 25:40
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Pentecost - September, 2015
It’s all about Outreach.
What are we, as God’s Episcopal people in Athens,
called to do? A couple of decades ago, when having a mission statement was perceived as being
absolutely essential for every organization, from
local clubs to national corporations, the Episcopal
Church jumped on that bandwagon. So, the members of Trinity met for a workshop and came up
with the following:
Trinity Church is God’s Episcopal people in
Athens. With God’s love and with the direction of the Holy Spirit our mission is to
involve everyone in worship, outreach,
study and prayer. Empowered by God’s
grace, we strive to foster a caring Christian
community which supports us in our Baptismal vows: To seek and serve Christ in all
people.
And if that sounds familiar, it’s because it has been
printed on the back of every Sunday bulletin since
its adoption in the 1990s. A few years after the
workshop, every church in the diocese of Bethlehem was asked to attempt to simplify their mission statements into just seven words. We came
as close as we could with eight:
To seek and serve Christ in all people
And that is printed on the front of every Sunday
bulletin.
But, really, what does it mean? The first sentence
identifies us. The second sentence is all about how
we care for each other and visitors to our worship
as we are fed each week with Word and Sacrament. It’s the final sentence, and the eight-word
short version that is the meat of the statement, the
mission that we discerned is ours to DO.
We are called to seek and serve Christ in all peo-

ple. Scripture tells us what that means … just this
past Sunday the Epistle (James 1:17-27) began
“Every generous act of giving, with every perfect
gift, is from above …” and includes “be doers of
the word and not merely hearers…” and finally,
“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God,
the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows
in their distress, and to keep; oneself unstained by
the world.”
This coming Sunday’s reading from James continues in that same vein, urging us to truly live the
second of the two great commandments, “you
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” … “What
good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you
have faith but not have works?” …. “If a brother
or sister is naked and lacks daily food and one of
you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat
your fill,’ and yet you do not supply their bodily
needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if
it has no works, is dead.”
It’s pretty clear what we are to do. Yes, there
aren’t many of us, but we can be, in Mother
Trula’s words, “the little church that could.”
There are many opportunities coming up that will
help us truly live into our mission. First, the vestry voted unanimously at its August meeting to
focus on the Abuse and Rape Crisis Center. Often,
women and their children arrive with nothing.
We will begin by collecting funds to purchase new
coats and by gathering good used coats of all sizes,
with the emphasis on children’s sizes. We are also
going to create recipe jars. This is something we
can all do, regardless of our physical limitations.
We’ll fill the jars with dry ingredients with a recipe card on top. Winter is coming, and many
hearty soups can be made this way.
On the next page of this newsletter you’ll find information about this year’s ECW project, scholar-
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ships for girls and young women in Kajo Keji.
Also, coming up this month is The Bridge Annual Fundraiser, which includes both an Antique Sale and
a Bake Sale. You can take part in this by attending and purchasing items, and/or you can contribute to
the Bake Sale. Items you donate can be left at the Helping Hands Ministry Building on Saturday, the
26th, between 10 and 11 a.m. The building is at 515 Chemung Street in Waverly (that’s 17C, north of Soprano’s, which was Quinlan’s).
The Bridge also has a Clothes Closet which collects good, clean clothing for children and adults. It’s located at North Waverly Chapel on Route 34 and is open Tuesday evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 and
Wednesdays from noon to 2. The Bridge’s Helping Hands Furniture is also in need of beds of all sizes.
We may be few, but we can do a lot; we can live into our mission statement to seek and serve Christ in
all people.
And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of
my family, you did it to me.”
Matthew 25:40
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Bethlehem: 9/6 St. Mark’s, New Milford, Christ Church, Susquehanna. 9/13 St. John’s, Palmerton, The Rev. Abraham
Valiath, Priest-in-Charge. 9/20 St. Joseph’s, Pen Argyl and
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